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Migration  and Empire. 
By  Marjory   Harper  and  Stephen Constantine. 
Oxford,   New   York:  Oxford   University  Press, 
2010.  Pp. 380.  GB£35.00  cloth. 
 
Marjory   Harper   and  Stephen Constantine are 
both  well known for their  past contributions in 
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the field of Empire  migration and well placed to 
compare the  varied  experiences of British  emi- 
grants  who,  for one reason or another, settled  in 
one of the main  empire destinations: Canada, 
Australia, New  Zealand  and  South Africa, over 
the  last  two  centuries or  more.  However, here 
they  also  write  about  migrants to  these  coun- 
tries from outside the empire and the UK itself as 
a  receiver   of empire migrants, especially  after 
the  Second  World  War. By the  1970s,  however, 
owing to globalisation, the close relationship 
between migration and  the  former  British  Em- 
pire had  weakened. 
This book was written at a time of policy 
change, with  open  borders  within the European 
Union  and  restricted entry to traditional immi- 
grants.   There   were,   by  the   time   of  writing, 
many  different types  of global  migrants and 
refugees,   some  deemed to  be  transitory, some 
with  skills and capital appreciated by the receiv- 
ing   countries,  and   others    less   welcome on 
various   grounds.  Immigration debates   on  na- 
tional   identities and  multiculturalism abound, 
many  over  population pressure, labour and 
environmental  issues. 
The  authors argue  in  the  preface  that  it is 
this combination of contemporary concerns that 
makes   their   book  unique. Firstly,  they   claim 
that  their  descriptive analysis is more  compre- 
hensive by the inclusion of several  different 
migrant movements. They describe  emigration 
from  the   UK  by  examining  migrant  destina- 
tions,   using   the   traditional  ‘push’   and   ‘pull’ 
factors  to  explain   numbers, timing  and  direc- 
tions.   Their   emphasis  on   destinations  allows 
them  to  focus  on   indigenous  populations  as 
actual   or  potential labourers. Secondly, they 
insist that  to understand numbers, roles and 
location of British and Irish migrants, they  need 
to position  their  movement alongside the  mass 
migration of non-Europeans within the Empire, 
as indentured workers and  ‘free’ labour. These 
approaches are somewhat different from the 
norm. 
The authors make  clear  that  contemporary 
concerns also led them to analyse  migrant 
movements into  the  Empire,  relationships be- 
tween core  and  periphery, and  gender  balance 
and roles. These concerns are not new  but 
particularly pertain  to  the   efforts   of  govern- 
ments and  welfare  organisations like the  Salva- 
tion Army in solving British social and spiritual 
problems through emigration, especially  of dis- 
advantaged women and  children. They are also 
relevant to questions of return and serial migra- 
tion.  Various cohorts  of migrants are used 
throughout to  highlight similarities and  differ- 
ences. 
Over  the  last decade  or so, there has  been 
increasing interest in the  ‘British World’ with 
regular conferences in cities of former  British 
colonies   and   Dominions,  for  example,  Cape 
Town,  Melbourne, Auckland, Calgary  and  Bris- 
tol.  Dozens  of books  and  journal articles  have 
been   produced  as   a   result,    publications on 
which   this   new   book   partly   relies.   The  job 
here  is to  assess how  well  the  authors’  aspira- 
tions  outlined above  have  been  realised. 
Chapter  headings  highlight  the   structure 
and  themes: 
 
1.     Introduction:  The   British   Empire   and 
Empire  Migration, 1815  to the  1960s; 
2.     Crossing  the  Atlantic:  Migrants  and  Set- 
tlers in Canada; 
3.     Land  of  Perpetual  Summer:  Australian 
Experiences; 
4.     Sheep  and  Sunshine: New Zealand; 
5.     Africans  south of the  Sahara; 
6.     Exile into Bondage? Non-White Migrants 
and  Settlers; 
7.     Immigration and  the  Heart  of Empire; 
8.     A Civilizing  Influence? The  Female  Mi- 
grant; 
9.     Children of the  Poor: Child and  Juvenile 
Migration; 
10.     The Emigration Business; 
11.     The Homecoming Migrant; 
12.     Afterward: The Politics of Migration and 
the  End of Empire. 
 
Chapters 1- 5 cover  policy making, recruit- 
ment, migration and  the  settlement of British 
migrants  into   particular  British   colonies   and 
later  Dominions roughly from  the  1830s  to the 
mid-1970s.  They  explain   demographic trends 
and motivations, weaving many  personal stories 
into   the   text.   Increasingly  restrictive  policies 
were  adopted from  1881.  The different roles of 
indigenous labour in Canada, Australia  (includ- 
ing Pacific Islanders) and New Zealand  are 
explained along  with  the  value  of transporting 
convicts  to  Australia  between 1788  and  1868. 
The authors do not underplay the wars between 
British settlers  and indigenous populations. Free 
and  assisted  migration took  off between 1830 
and   1914,   resuming  with   the   1922   Empire 
 
 
Settlement  Act,  but   cutting  back  during the 
1930s  depression. Each  region  has  a  different 
story,   especially   Africa.  From   Chapter  6  on- 
wards,  a more  thematic approach is taken, 
emphasizing the response of receiving  countries 
to   different  migrant   backgrounds  especially 
Irish, non-Europeans, convicts,  sponsored 
schemes, labourers, women and  children, and 
the  value  of each  for the  Empire. 
Migration and Empire is notable for its extra- 
ordinary breadth of material, sources,  case 
studies,  and  specific conclusions to each  indivi- 
dual  chapter. This is where identity issues  are 
scrutinised, debated and  rationalised, for exam- 
ple,   ‘As  a   minority,  everywhere  in   ‘‘black’’ 
Africa, the  very  ‘‘whiteness’’  [of the  European] 
was a common bond’ (145).  In recent years, 
however,  many   parts   of  the   former   British 
Empire    have    adopted  multiculturalism; the 
British  are  just  one  of  the  groups   with   their 
own  identities and  cultural practices. 
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